Perhaps put a different complexion on the matter.
There is a good deal of rather mawkish sentimentality afloat with respect to bastard children and unmarried mothers, and it is very necessary that our minds should be cleared of cant with respect to it. In the first place, it must never be forgotten that marriage is the foundation of society, and that female chastity is of enormous importance to the community and the nation. A nation in which female chastity is not valued is foredoomed to destruction, and no small share1 in the downfall of the Greek republics, and even of Imperial Kome itself, is to be attributed to the loosening of the marriage tie and to the indifference with which feminine chastity came to be regarded. A This is grossly unfair. As long, however, as mankind is divided into two sexes, a time the end of which we cannot yet foresee, there will be injustice in this matter. Sex will display itself, even in the most even-minded. Women will always be more ready to condone the faults of men than those of women; men will always be more ready to condone the faults of women than of men. It wTould be a bad day for the nation and for society generally if the lapse from feminine virtue should, be lightly regarded. To regard it, as it would seem some are inclined to regard it now, as rather praiseworthy than otherwise would be indeed calamitous.
